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1
Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: 

2 
Sing forth the honour of his name: make 

his praise glorious. . . . 
4 
All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall 

sing to thy name. Selah.  Psalm 66: 1-2, 4 (KJV) 

Centenary is blessed to have many 

ministries at work where people go 

about quietly each week making our 

lives richer because of their service; 

our worship experience more blessed 

because they serve. One ministry that 

generally goes unsung is our choir that 

faithfully serves through the traditional 

11:00 worship each Sunday and on 

special holidays.  

Just a few days ago, the choir enriched 

our Good Friday, participating in the 

Tenebrae Service. The ancient ritual 

of song and scripture commemorates 

the passion of Christ and opens with 

the communion table hosting 14 short 

purple candles and one tall white 

candle. As the ceremony progresses the 

sanctuary lights are gradually darkened 

and each of the 14 candles is snuffed, 

one after each of 14 segments of John 

18:1-19:30 are read. The white candle, 

our Christ candle from the Christmas 

Advent Wreath, is solemnly carried 

from the sanctuary as verses 31- 42 

are read and the sanctuary is quieted in 

darkness.  

Those in attendance agreed, the 

service was a moving experience. 

Such a tribute to Christ is an act of 

love. Choir member Diana Beaton 

wished, “everyone could have 

experienced it.” Her colleague, Carla 

Gerding felt, “it was an awesome 

service. So moving. The simplicity of 

it was wonderful.”  

Centenary is blessed by the dedicated 

hearts that enhance our worship 

experience through music.  

Top photo, 

Centenary Choir, 

Good Friday 

Service, 2016.  

Middle photo, 

Peter Palmer, far 

left, solo, “At the 

Cry of the First 

Bird”.  

Bottom photo, 

Meg Hughes 

reads from John 

during Tenebrae 

Service.   



The Choir’s ministry helps us to make a joyful noise unto God.   

Centenary’s choir is an interesting concoction of people who bring the ingredients of desire to serve, love of 

God, and joy of worship together to create music. The assembly has varying degrees of talent, and 

immeasurable devotion to God. The mixture ferments an abundance of happiness for all who are choir 

members. 

This palatable happiness is one of the reasons Carla & John Gerding have clocked in over 20 years as 

Centenary choir members. When their long distance run from their farm in Turner Station seemed impractical to 

continue, the Gerdings took a sabbatical and moved their membership to New Castle UMC. After three years 

they were so homesick for their Centenary choir family, they had to come home. “The Centenary Choir has 

been our family at the church. Since the very beginning . . . about 23 years,” chime the Gerdings.  

They feel like family says Carla, “because they love us. They care about us. They pray for us. We pray for each 

other. We genuinely miss each other when somebody’s not there. There’s just a lot of wonderful camaraderie 

that goes on, on all levels. On a spiritual level, on a familial level. We joke. We have fun with each other. But at 

the bottom of it, is that we genuinely care about each other. We know each other so well, and we love each 

other. The choir is our small group.”  

John adds another reason they came home to Centenary was, “we missed the organized music side of 

Centenary’s choir.” John whose resume includes serving as choir director for Centenary on two separate 

occasions, tenures of love when we needed him, understands the passion of music that can be fed by serving in 

the choir. Carla puts it this way, “music brings people together that might not be brought together for any other 

reason.”  

Another reason the Gerdings, like others who have sung her 

praises, are so happy in their choir ministry is Kay Burney’s 

leadership. “She is the consummate choir director. She is the 

glue that holds everything together. She brings a spiritual . . . 

theological background to the choir that can’t always be brought 

to a choir.” 

Such accolades would make Kay blush despite her credentials of 

five choral directorships since completing seminary. With a 

bachelor’s degree in Music Education – Instrument and a master’s 

in Church Music, she has directed choirs as small as Centenary’s 

approximately 20 members to ones pushing 50 members. Kay 

recognizes, “there is truly a bond between Centenary’s choir 

members. We have so much fun together. We pray for each other. 

We are a family. Music forms a bond.” 

Kay says her son Kyle realized as a young teenager that, “music always forms community around it.” Kay 

believes that Centenary’s choir “is a small group ministry where we do life together.” Serving Centenary over 

three years, Kay feels the support of the congregation. She notes, “we see the choir as a ministry. We are not 

performing for you. We are worshipping with you. We are hopefully helping you to worship.” The goal, 

explains Kay, “is to aid the congregation in the act of worship to create a connection with God.”     

Diana Beaton wishes, “everyone could experience the great relationship” she and other choir members have. 

“We’re not all the best singers in the world. I call myself a ‘Doo Wop Girl’. Kay says as long as we blend 

together, it’s fine.” Diana has been harmonizing with her fellow choir members, “15 years or more. It seems 

like forever; Kim Miller was the director and Marian Maxwell the organist” when she started in the choir. 

Reflecting on the Tenebrae Service, Good Friday, Diana says, “I loved it. We’ve never done anything like that. 

I was really impressed.” 

Kay Burney directing choir practice. 



A Square Revelation 

From the choir loft as we sing 

I notice a shiny, black square on the 

back of the keyboard. 

It reflects the face of Jesus 

From the stained glass window behind 

us. 

When I sit down, the square reflects 

The geometric patterns in the window. 

Sometimes we see Jesus in unexpected 

places 

And geometric shapes and colors, 

Different talents, viewpoints, 

experiences 

Merge to make a beautiful whole 

When we, like the makeshift mirror, 

reflect Christ. 
   - Mrs. Mary Lou Smith Madigan  

 

Tracy Bertram is one of the five men who join the choir ladies when he can on Sunday mornings. Tracy feels 

the spiritual and familial bonds. “We pray for each other and we laugh together.” The choir has given the 

baritone in the gospel group the Noblemen “a chance to do something new.” The performance schedule for the 

quartet keeps him on the road, but when he’s home, he happily serves in Centenary’s choir. “I don’t know why 

there are not more males in the choir. It is a great avenue for people who may not be able to serve in other ways. 

I’m grateful for Kay and her willingness to work with us.” 

One male that also serves and loves being part of the choir is Pastor 

Willard Knipp. He explains, “When we reintroduced the chancel 

choir in 2012, I wanted to be supportive. We really were struggling to 

get men to participate. I had participated in church choirs previously 

but it had been years. I don't read music, so it's a challenge, but being 

in the choir has become a source of joy for me.  I truly enjoy our 

rehearsal time and being with the other members.”  

Q. Willard, recalling your solo some services ago, which is easier to 

sing a solo or preach? 

A. “My primary calling is to pastoral ministry. I work hard in 

preparation for what I teach on Wednesdays and preach on Sundays.  

Singing a solo? That's something else entirely! I was really out of my 

comfort zone.  On the other hand, it gave me an appreciation for what 

many of our people experience when they do something new in 

ministry.” 

Beth Tripp says this about the choir ministry. “Being a member of 

Centenary's choir has shown me that God can use my very average abilities to bring glory to Him. I don't have 

to be a great singer; I just have to be willing to sing. And as usual when we use our gifts for God, we end up 

feeling blessed the most.” 

Amen & Amen 

A recent choir practice included (l-r back row) Willard Knipp, Helena Kruer, Charlotte Bond, Donna Meador, Mary Lou 

Madigan, Diana Beaton, Tracy Coots. Front row Carol Furrow, Pauletta Stovall. Other members not pictured, Tracy 

Bertram, Chuck Cicchella, John and Carla Gerding, Tom Glueck, Shelley Goodwin, Trisha Hobbs, Jordan Knipp, and 

Beth Tripp.  Forgive us, please, if we’ve inadvertently omitted a member.  



Holy Week Centenary 2016 

 

Palm Sunday 

Practicing for Easter Sunday 

Choir Has Way  

Too Much Fun 
Easter Sunday 

Palm Sunday Easter Sunday 


